guide / Skiathos

YKIAG®OX: O OPIAMBOX THX OYXHX

To navépop@o vhoi twv Inopddwy éxel nepiocdtepeg and e§fvta napalieg,
and tg kalltepeg otnv EANGdq, eival katdguto and neukoddon
Kal EAAULAVEG Kal Kuplapyeital and pia vootalyikr kalokalpivy atpéogaipa.

Skiathos: Nature’s triumph

This gorgeous isle in the Sporades boasts more than 60 beaches,
some of which are among the best in Greece, silvery olive groves and dense pine forests,
and a nostalgic summer vibe that gets in your bones.

A0 TON ®QTH BAANATO, ®OTOMPADIEY: AIONYXHX KOYPHXZ
/ BY FOTIS VALLATOS, PHOTOS: DIONYSIS KOURIS
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TINAAEITE

To Xwiti-Movogio ALéEavopov Mamadrapavtn ([Thoteio
Al. Homadopdvn). ‘Eva, anhd, Sidpopo voloTikd oritt
tov 1860, Tov £yel petatpanel og Lovoeio, e TO 16OYEL0 VoL
Aertovpyel O YDdPOg OTov ekTifevTal TAALEG Kot VEES EKOO-
OELG KOl LEPLKA YEIPOYPUPO TOV GLYYPOAPEN, EVD O TPMTOG
OpoPog datnpeitar OTMG OTAV KOTOIKOVGE O 510G eKEl, [LE
Ta awOeVTIKG 01KOYEVELOKA oKlaBiTiKa EMTAL KOODGS Kot
TPOGMTLKA TOV OVTIKEILEVO. LYETIKA VEQ APLEN givart TO
Xkwfitiko Xrit (ITolvteyveiov), éva mapadociaxd dinato
onitt Tov 1910, wov Aertovpyel oG Lovoeio pe avTikes Kot
QVTIKEIPEVO TOV GUVIEOVTOL UE TNV 1GTOPLO TOL VNGOV Kol
TIG KAOMUEPIVEG SPAGTNPLOTNTES TOV KAToik®V Tov. [1gpt-
Aoppdverl Emmha OT®G T LETOAMKO KPEPATL GTPOUEVO e
TOPASOCIOKE LETAEMTA LEAVTA, GKLEBITIKO oA, APYOAELD
Kol TOPad0CLOKEG POPECLES. ATtapaitntn 1 EXICKEYN GTO
MmnovptlL, £vav AOQO Gg [o PIKpT YEPGOVNGO, TNV OToid
evvel pe To Mpdvi g otevi Aopida yne. @hoevel to
oAb evdlapépov Moveoegio Navtikig kot IloMmTtioTikig
Hapddoong Xkiddov, mov Aetrtovpyet 610 KTiplo TOL TAALOD
dnpotkov oyoieiov, avorytd 0atpo yio Oepvég exkdNAd-
o€1g, KaBdS kot £va ToAD kaAaicONTo KoeE.

Evtog moAng, payevtikn givar n fOATA GTNV TAVELOPON
ovvotkio ITAGkeg, pe ToAd TapAdOGLOKAE GTiTLO, TAOKO-
OTPMOTO GOKAKLO KOl 0AAVOLeTEG AVAEG. Me Bopeta KaTey-
Buvon, kot oe andoToom 4 YA amd To Apdvi, BpiokeTor n
Movi Evayyghotpiag, povactipttov 1794. Extog amd tov
K0p1o vad, drabétel téocepa Likpd povoeia: 1o Ekkinoia-
oTik6 Movogio, le kel amd TNV EKKANGLOGTIKY KAN-
POVOLLLA TOV VI|G10V* TO0 Aaoypa@iké Movcegio tov ydpo
tov ToAo¥ elatotpieiov: to IeTopikdo Moveeio (cuAioyn

WHAT TO SEE

The Alexandros Papadiamantis Museum (Papadiamantis Square)
is atwo-storey residence built in 1860 in the typical island style and
transformed into a museum dedicated to the influential author of
The Murderess - it was also his home. The ground floor contains
old and new editions, as well as a few manuscripts in the writer’s
hand, while the floor above showcases authentic family heirlooms,
traditional furniture and memorabilia. A relatively new arrival, Ski-
athitiko Spiti (Polytechniou) is a traditional two-storey house from
1910 that serves as a museum of antiques and objects that illustrate
the island’s history and the lives of its residents in bygone times.
Centrepieces include a wrought iron bed with traditional woven
silk bedding, colourful rugs and throws, a loom and traditional cos-
tumes. A walk out to the Bourtzi - a small outcrop connected to
the port by a narrow strip of land - is a must, as this is where you'll
find the interesting Skiathos Museum of Maritime and Cultural
Tradition. Housed in an old primary school, it also has an open-air
theatre for summer performances and an attractive café.

Inside the main town, the Plakes district is simply beautiful
thanks to its collection of old traditional houses, picturesque lanes
and pretty gardens. About 4 kilometres north of the port, the Evan-
gelistria Monastery, founded in 1794, has an interesting church
but also four small museums: one that is dedicated to ecclesiastical
heritage, with icons and church heirlooms; another on folk tradi-
tions, housed in the monastery’s former oil press; the Historical
Museum, with interesting material on the Balkan Wars; and the
Museum of Musical Instruments, containing exhibits from dif-
ferent parts of the world. There is a monastery shop selling a range
of sweet fruit preserves, wine and honey produced by the monks,
and a traditional café right next door.

Awalk around the Castle is a must as it provides a glimpse into
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pe VAKSO amd Toug Paikavikovs ToAépovg): to Moveeio
Movowkav Opyavov e ekBépata and OAo ToV KOGUO. XTO
TOANTAPLO VTAPYOVV YAVKE TOV KOVTAAOV, KPAGT Kot pLEAL
TOPAY®YNS TNG LOVNG, VD 6€ dumhavo KTicpa Agttovpyet
Kot €vo Topadootakd kapevelo. ATapaitnn n TEPUYNOoN
oto Kaotpo, ta armopevdpia T1ov LECAI®OVIKOD OIKIGULOD
TOV VNo100. ZMjpepa odlovtol TEGoEPLG EKKANGIES, Epeimia
OTITUDV, 01 TOAEPIOTPES, OAAG KOl TULLA TOV TELYOVS UE TNV
wOAN kot Cepatiotpa (e€dotng pe didtpnto danedo, ond
OOV 01 APVVOUEVOL £XVVAV KOVTO AAdL GTOVS EMOPOUELS).

TA KAAYTEPA TPAIIEZIA

2 Maeppita (Evayyehiotpiag 30, tnk. 24270-21.701),
He o KatdeuTn omd dEvipa Kot pmovkopuPilieg avin kot
Kkovliva TV VAKOV e GoPLoTIKE DOOS KOl OPUOVIKES GUV-
0éoeig Pabidg vooTipids. AQomAloTiKA SpocepT| GOAATA, [LE
ppéoKa kpitapa, viopativia, Lopvoplorévo KPEUUHOL Kot
TAAL®OUEVO avOOTUPO. MEGTIG VOOTIULAG KOTGIKAKL UE PA-
pado Ko xOpTa Ko EVOG VIEMKATOG UTAKOALGLPOG XVIGTOG
pe puodia kot Aayovikd. Evnuepopévn kapa pe 60 etikétec,
EMIKEVTIPOUEVT] GE EMANVIKEG ETIKETEG KO YN YEVELG TOWKL-
Mec. Aimha axpipdg, kot amd TV idwo opdda, Ppicketot To
Artesanal (Mwoo0An, TnA. 24270-22.270), o movépopen
OUAT LE HOVPLEG, PETPO SLaKOGUNGN KOl ATHLOCOULPLKO
POTIOUO Kot e EUPaoT 6T0 PayNTod 6Tov ELVAGQOVPVO L
napadootakés texvikés. Ewdikevon otig {Oueg (yoptomiteg,
Aaypatlovv kot TTeES), OAAG Kol ynTd, OTMS TO KATOLKA-
KL GTOV POVPVO e TATATES, KAOMG Kot apKeTES vegetarian
TPOTACELS (OT™G 0 EENPETIKOG LOVGAKAG YWPIg KLUd). Zo-
Bopn dovrerd khvet ko o EEavrag (tnA. 24270-24.035) oty
napaiio Meydin Appoc, o€ po TAaKOGTPOTN BEPAVTO i
avaca and ™ 0dracca. Anpiovpyikn eEAAnvikn kovliva, pe
KaAES 10€€g Kt Aoy ektéreon. Kolapdpt yntod pe paco-
ML Y AvTpEG Kot GOAGLL AEVKASOG, PIAETO QAYKPL LE GOVTTOL
a6 kpoko Koldvng kot apopatikd kpeppddte kot pioto
CYOUOTIAQPO» [UE KOUUATIO EEYOYVIGUEVO OPVAKL KOl Ao~
ot viopdra. A&oloyn Alota kpacimv. Avapaduion gpétog
via To Kapvaywo (Néo Apdvt, mA. 24270-22.868), e tov
omovdaio 6ep Ayyeho MrakOmToOvAO VO ovOALUPAVEL TV
EMPEAELDL TOV PEVOD, TTOPOVGLALOVTOG EVOL LLEVOD ETKEVTP®-
pHévo otn dNUoLPYIKN Yapopayio — oePitoe yapidag, TOVog
TaTAKL PE BUPLAPL KO GOG TEPLYLAKL, KO LLOYLATIKO LLE GOVTTOL
avyorépovo givar ta mata wov Eexwpilovv. AEOAoYN Kot
1 tpoondBeia tov Basilikos (Evayyshotpiag, mA. 24270-
21.022), mov cepPipel, o€ o AN HE YRIVOL YPOUATO KO
POUAVTIKY aTUOGOOPA, (o new age EAANVIKY kovliva pe
TPmTEG VAEG TTOL EEYXEMLOVY PPECKADAL: LAVITAPLO PPIKAGE,
yiyovteg e omavakt kot @ETa Kot pio. oKafitikn Tupokov-
A0Vpa e AVALOPPO jus amd ayyopl.

Amd to AMyo onpeio ot Zxidbo 6mov oepPipoviol Tapa-
dootakd oxloditiko mdta, Omwe To Yapt (po@dc | cardyt)
GTIPAS0 KOl 0 AOTAKOG LE KOKKIVIOTA KOAOKVLOAKLa, Eival
N Ap@uhokn (tnA. 24270-22.839), n owkoyevelokn tafépva
tov Xpnotov Karoyidvvn. Mrodkovi mov potdlet va intotot
GTNV GKP1N TOL KOATOL TG MeydAng Appov, pe apomil-
otikn 0€a ko avbevtikd vintage atpoceapa. E&atpetikn
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theisland’s medieval past. The castle contains four churches and the
remains of a number of houses. The battlements are still standing,
asis asection of the wall and a gate complete with a murder hole -
an opening permitting the castle’s defenders to pour scorching oil
down on attackers.

THE BEST FOOD

Sophisticated dishes featuring great ingredients and robust flavours
define the menu at Marmita (30 Evangelistrias, tel. 24270-21.701),
whose open-air dining area is a beautiful garden shaded by trees
and bougainvillea. Order the refreshing salad of sea fennel, cherry
tomatoes, marinated onions and aged anthotyro cheese, followed
by the delicious goat with fennel and wild greens, or the delicate
cod steamed with mussels and vegetables. There are more than 60
wines to choose from on a list focused on Greek wines and native
varieties. Next door, the same team presents Artesanal (Miaouli,
tel. 24270-22.270), specialising in food cooked in a wood-fired oven
using traditional techniques. In a pretty courtyard with mulberry
trees, amid retro furnishings and low lighting, you’ll find savoury
pies, lahmacun and pizzas, as well as dishes like roasted goat with
potatoes, and a number of vegetarian options like the meat-free
moussaka.

Exantas (tel. 24270-24.035) on Megali Ammos Beach just west
of town is also very good, serving creative yet beautifully executed
Greek food on a pretty veranda at the water’s edge. Highlights in-
clude the roasted calamari with broad beans and Lefkada salami;
the gilt-head bream fillet with a soup of Kozani saffron and herbs;
and the gamopilafo risotto made with shredded lamb and sun-dried
tomatoes. The wine list is also good.

Karnagio (New Port, tel. 24270-22.868) has been given a se-
rious boost this year, as acclaimed chef Angelos Bakopoulos has
come on board, presenting a menu of inspired seafood dishes like
his shrimp tartare, tuna tataki with thyme and teriyaki sauce, and
the amberjack with egg-lemon sauce. Basilikos (Evangelistrias, tel.
24270-21.022) is also making strides, serving modern Greek food
in a romantic courtyard decorated in earthy tones. The freshness
of the ingredients features in dishes like the mushroom fricassee,
the butter beans with spinach and feta, and the Skiathos cheese
bread-roll with a light cucumber jus.

Amfiliki (tel. 24270-22.839), a family taverna run by Christos
Kaloyiannis, is one of the few places in Skiathos where you can
still get good traditional local dishes like the tomato-stewed fish
(grouper or ray) or the lobster with courgette in tomato sauce. It
is a vintage gem, beautifully located on the end of Megali Ammos
beach with a veranda that affords an amazing view. The food is also
great at Kalo Pigadi (tel. 24270-23.112), another family-run estab-
lishment, with tables arranged on a deck on the sidewalk. This one,
however, specialises in meze like the squid with courgette, crispy
shrimp fritters, wholesome grilled sardines and lightly seared fresh
tuna from the nearby island of Alonissos.

On a panoramic spot looking out over the airport, Agnantio (tel.
24270-22.016) is also known for its good Greek cuisine with small
creative twists. Menu highlights include the stuffed cabbage leaves
and the sea bass cooked with raisins and rosemary.

One of the island’s best-kept secrets is a small eatery on Dia-
manti Beach, which is named after the location but is better known



To pouceio ZKIABITIKO ZNiTI H ocuvoikia MAdkeg
/ The museum Skiathitiko Spiti / The neighborhood of Plakes

H 6€a npog Tn Xwpa and tnv ekkAnaia Tou Ayiou NikoAdou
/ The view towards Hora from the Church of Agios Nikolaos
Z710 goTiatopio Kapvayio
/ At the restaurant Karnagio
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H napaAia Mikph Mnavava
/ Mikri Banana Beach

210 Mouceio Nautikng kai MoAimoTikAg Napddoong ZkidBou
/ At the Skiathos Museum of Maritime and Cultural Tradition

710 goTiatopio EEAvTag / At the restaurant Exantas

Z710 oulepi Kahé Mnyadi / At the ouzeri Kalo Pigadi
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kot M kovliva oto Karé IInydadr (tnA. 24270-23.112), éva
otkoyevelakd ovlepl pe tpanelakia otov nelddpopo, mov
oepPipet pepicong omd Toug kaAdtepovg nelédec otnv mOAN.
2ouTLd e KOAOKLOAKL, YapLdoKEPTEDES, CapPIELA YN TN Kot
eLaQPOS YNUEVOS TOVOG ALOVVIIGOV. L€ TAVOPUULIKO N~
peio pe Béa otov S1dpoLLo TPOGYEIMONS TOL aEPOdpopion
Bpioketar To Ayvavtio (tnA. 24270-22.016), pe a&oloyn
(ehappdg dnpovpykn) eAdnvikn kovliva. Highlights tov
HEVOD 01 Aot0VOVTOALASES KoL TO AaPpdit pe otapides Kot
deviporifavo. Xtnv eEmTikn Tapaiioc AlapavTy, KPLUUEVO
HUGTIKO 1 OPOVLUT KOvTiva (YVOoTH 06 «Tov [TdoAo», TnA.
6986-811.012), pe tpoméio méve oty GUpo Kot Lovadikn
atpoceapa. Zexmpilovy ol GapIEAES «TAVTPEUEVES) KOL TO
KoAapdpt pe totht Ko Adip. Etvon mpoosBaoiun dié Oaidoong
He T 6KAPN TNG GYOANS BAAGCGIOV GKL OO TOV YELTOVIKO
Bpopodiyvo kot etvar avoryti péypt tn dvon tov niiov.

I'A KA®E KAI TIOTO
1o Bourtzi, 6tnv opdvoun xepodvnco, Ge [0l LOYEVTIKN
Bepavto pe Tevka, N omoio KaTaKAVCETAL ATO TNV EVEPYELD
TOL N0V, TOL avEPOV Kot TN OdAacoas. AELOAOYOG KAPES,
TPOWO (OUELETEG, TAAKOTLTO [LE YOAOTOPL KOt LEAL) KO [LE-
VoV pe témag kotd tn dtdpkeio g nuépac. To maioid aotikd
eANVIKoO kapeveio avaPidvel H Nootakydg (ITA. Tloaradio-
Havn), 670 160YEL0 EVOG TOPASOGLAKOD OTITION LE OUAT,
Vv TPOGOYN TV omoiov ayKaAldlel o provkapupiia.
MetaAAicd oTpoyyvAd tpomeldKio KapeVEiov 6T OKLE TOV
peydlov medkov, kapés, 000 kot Ayo omtikd peledakio.
Kagég amd to afnvaixd roastery TAF kot brunch pe avyd oe
S1apopeg TapackevES (aYd ToGE o€ KovAovpt ue dressing
yiovpTt Kot gELadrado) oto Ergon (Tlaradiapdvn).
Ooco Bpadialet, 6Lot kGvouv Eva TEPOGUA 0o TIG TEPT-
PNUES «UAEIMAPESH, TNV TEPLOYT GTO TOALO ALAVL OTTOV Lo
GELPA UTOP TPOCPEPOVV LEYAAES OVOTOVTIKEG LOEIMAPES
6T AvVNPOPIKE MOOGTp®TA 6KOALL Kot wpaia BEa otn 04-
A0GG0. XE KOVTIVI 0mt0oTOoN BPIoKETOL 1) TAVELOPON TTOLUT
Old Port House (Nwotcapd 28), pe £va 1510Tumo droko-
opunTkd WEGE Iphavdiag kot Atyaiov Kot 01k0de6TOTEG TO

To naNié Nipavi
/ The old harbour

as Paolo’s (tel. 6986-811.012). Great dishes, such as grilled sardines
with parsley or the calamari with chili and lime, are served at tables
set out on the sand under the shade of a sheet of camouflage net-
ting. You can reach the beach by boat from the watersports centre
in neighbouring Vromolimnos Bay, and the restaurant stays open
until sundown.

FOR COFFEE AND DRINKS
Bourtzi, on the promontory of the same name, has an absolutely
enchanting veranda that’s surrounded by pine trees and bathed in
the energy of the sun, wind and sea. It serves good coffee, breakfast
(omelettes and plakopita, or fried bread, with galotyri cheese and
honey) as well as an all-day tapas menu. The tradition of the old-
style café is the inspiration at Nestalgos (Papadiamanti Square),
with its bougainvillea-draped facade and a garden. Enjoy a glass
of ouzo and a few simple meze dishes at the round metal kafeneio
tables set beneath the shade of a huge pine. At Ergon (Papadiaman-
ti), you'll find coffee from Athens’ TAF roastery and brunch with a
selection of egg dishes (try the poached eggs served on a koulouri,
or sesame-seed bread ring, with a yoghurt and olive oil dressing).
Once night falls, almost everyone heads to “Maxilares,” a part
of the old port unofficially named after the large cushions that a
succession of small bars have placed on the cobbled steps leading up
the hill with a view to the sea. A short walk from here, the Old Port
House (28 Nikotsara) is a wonderful pub run by David and Libby,
who have successfully managed to blend Irish and Aegean deco-
rative motifs. Good cocktails and live music can be found at Tesla
(12 Mitropolitou Ananiou), where Vangelis Alexiou and Perpetoua
Saltaferidi perform pop, rock and jazz classics every night. The next
stop must be Borzoi (42 Papadiamanti), a legendary nightclub that
has been around since 1977, housed in an early 20th-century olive
oil mill - the press and millstone are the decorative centrepieces. It
now functions as a club-restaurant (with a menu created by Michalis
Nourloglou and Sofia Hatzieleftheriou), with a lovely garden and
a reputation for good cocktails. A legend across the Aegean, and
among only a handful of bars that have retained their original decor,
Kentavros (3 Polytechniou) has been around, nearly unchanged,
since 1978, playing jazz and rock and serving a range of drinks.
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Cevyapt David ko Libby. AZoAoya kokTéh kan live povoikn
o710 Tesla (Mntpornoiitov Avaviov 12), énov o Bayyéing
Ale&iov kot n Iepnétovo ZaAitapepidon emdidovion kabe
Bpadv o€ Eva 6O0VL i S1CKEVEG OE TOT, pok Kot TCal emity-
yiec. Zvvéyela oto Borzoi (ITamadiapdvin 42), to OpvAko,
and to 1977, nightclub tov vnoiov, Tov oteydleton og £va
Tponv gratotpiPeio Tov apydv Tov 2000 amva — 1 TPEca
Kot 0 TETPOULAOG dracdlovtat oTov xmpo. ITAéov Aettovpyel
g club restaurant (pe pevov empeAnpévo and Tov Miydin
NovpAdyrov kot T Zo6en Xatlnievbepiov), pe aTpocPal-
pKn avAn ko a&ldhoya KoKTEWL. Ao ta o OpvAkd pmop
oV Atyaiov, kot amd o EAAYLoTO TOV EMPLOVOVY UE TNV
avBevtikn Tovg daxdcunon, eivor o Kévravpog (IToAvte-
yvetov 3), pe wotopia and to 1978. TCal Kot pok povotkég
EMAOYEG KoL TOAD evnuep®péVn Kapa.

TINAATOPAXETE

Ytov kevrpkd telddpopo g 0800 [oamadiopdvn (Kot oto
YOP® GTEVH) ATADVETAL O LEYOAVTEPOG OYKOG TNG EUTOPIKNG
dpactnploTTOg TOV VNo1o0. Eexmpilovy KATO0 KATAGTH-
pato pe povya kot avtikeipeva EAAMvov designers, 61mg to
Eopnpuepic pe v ndvta kodaicOntm Prepiva, to veoaprydév
Adhapo, To Arkos Kot 1o ToAD evpuep®UEVO ApyiTéLayog
(nicw amd o Movoeio [Maradiapdvin) mov erho&evel Kot
neplodikéc ekbéoeg EAMvov swactikov. [lico and v
EOvu Tpamela Bpioketar to Jivaeri e Kpodtiooog eiko-
otikoV Asia Bresan-ZaAtagepidn, mov (oypaeilet yopydveg
og yvolo&uAa. o avtikeipeva oo 1o vEo KOO TOV EAANVL-
K00 GovPevip, otn Zaita (Zvpedvog 13) kot 6tov Mikpéko-
opo (Nikotoapd 26). ' t6avTeg, covodALo Kot KOGUN LT
oyedacpéva and v Kittv ['addvn, cto Ammes by Kitty
boutique (Adokov & Zvyypov 6) Kot yio 115 LoypaPIoHEVES
nacpiveg g Aéomowvag Mutléhov 6to Marianna’s Jewels
and Art. ['o o yopold (Topadoctokd oklobitike YAvKA
pe {Oun avorypévn oto ¥EpL, ELAPPDS TNYAVIGUEVT, TA.CTTO
Mopévn pe Chyoprn Gyvn Kot yEUoTH pHe Kapvdta, KovEL,
HOGYOKAPVIO, Yopipalo kot puéEA) Bo TdTe 6T0 TOANTAPLO
oV ZuALOYoL TVvakdv 610 ToAd AMpdvi. Avalntiote To
Kkpootd tov Ktpatog Iapicon, Tov povadikod otvomoigion
TOV VNG00 GE EMAEYUEVA EGTIATOPLO. KOL GTO LAPKET TOV
Kovtoépn oty 066 Tomadiapdavn, kafng kot o okiaditiko
Broroywd pér Skiathos Bee farm.

MNOY NA KOAYMITHXZETE

2t vOTIo TAEVPE, TTLO OIKOYEVELOKEG KOl KOVTO GTNV TOAN
etvat apywcd n apketd Tovprotik Meyadin Appog, votepa
o Baciidag kat ot ovvéyela o kOArog g Kavanitoag,
HE M1 SAVTELN OPYOVMOUEVOV CLIOVIEPDY TOPAALDV KoLl
T TEVKO 6YEd0V Vo, ayyilovv 1o vep, OTmG To XKAnOpi, n
Tlavepra ko Kaveritea. Xto axpotipt Kolopdkt Bpi-
okeToln mapario Bpopoiyuvog, pe Aemth appo kot eE®TIKN
opopPLd, 6x0AN yia okt kot To beach bar Porto Paradiso.
Ao €00 EgKivoV Kal T TOYVTAON TOV GOG LETUPEPOVY
OTY] YELTOVIKT] TPOTIKNG OPOPPLEG maparios AvopdvTy, pe
Vv TEepieNUN opdvvun Kovtiva. Xtn cuvéyela BpickeTot
N fovyn appovdepn Mapaba kol votepa ot Kovkovva-
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WHAT TO BUY

Most of the island’s retail activity is concentrated on and around
Papadiamanti Street, where you’ll find stores selling clothing and
Greek designer wares. Among the best of these are the boutique
Efimeris, with its elegant display window, the newly opened Lala-
ro, Arkos, and the very hip Archipelagos, which also hosts shows
by Greek artists. Behind the National Bank, Jivaeri is owned by
Croatian artist Asia Bresan-Saltaferidi, who paints mermaids on
driftwood. For clever design items that make up the new wave
of Greek souvenirs, head to Saita (13 Symeonos) or Mikrokos-
mos (26 Nikotsara). For bags, sandals and jewellery designed by
Kitty Galani, try Ammos by Kitty (Laskou & 6 Syngrou), and for
hand-painted pashminas by Despina Mitzelou, look for Marianna’s
Jewels and Art.

Skiathos’ signature sweet is hamalia - a lightly fried pastry
sprinkled with icing sugar and stuffed with walnuts, cinnamon, nut-
meg, cloves and honey; the best version is produced by the local
women'’s association, which has an outlet in the old port. Also keep
an eye out for wine by Parissis, the only winery on the island, at
selected restaurants and at Koutseris’ mini-market on Papadiamanti
Street, as well as for honey from the organic Skiathos Bee Farm.

WHERE TO SWIM

South of the island’s main town, you’ll find a succession of great
family-friendly beaches that get very busy in peak season. These
are Megali Ammos, followed by Vassilias and then Kanapitsa Bay,
where several businesses have opened bars and set up loungers
and beach umbrellas near the water along a sandy stretch of small
coves such as Sklithri, Tzaneria and Kanapitsa. At Cape Kalamaki,
Vromolimneos has fine sand and a special beauty, as well as wa-
ter-skiing facilities and the Porto Paradiso beach bar. There’s also
aspeedboat service here to take you to the tropical paradise of Dia-
manti Beach - and its famed eatery. Next in line is the tranquil and
sandy Maratha and then Koukounaries, an iconic beach, thanks
in large part to the huge pine forest that surrounds it. The sand is
golden and the beach has watersports facilities and other services.
Further along, at the newly built Elivi Hotel (in the building of the
former Xenia), Ampelakia Beach offers luxurious loungers and you
can order cocktails and snacks from the hotel’s beach bar. As you

ZT10 £0TIATOPIO APPIAUKN
/ At the restaurant Amfiliki YAukd / Hamalia, Skiathos’

signature sweet

Xapahid, napadooiakd okiabitika



H napalia Auyapiég
/ Lygaries Beach

To Kadotpo / The Castle

To club-restaurant Borzoi / The club-restaurant Borzoi
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EEXQTIKEX MAPAAIEZ

‘Eva vnol pe éktaon poMg 48 tetpaymvikd xi\idpetpa,
nou épwg Stabétel pla and g mo emPAntikég akto-
ypappég otnv EAA&Sa pe nepiocdtepeg and 60 napali-
€6 -AA\eg peydAeg KAl TOUPIGTIKA AVEMTUYHEVEG Kat AA-
\eg dypleg xwpig iXvog opydvwong- oTig NeplocoTepeg
and g onoieg Ta nevka @rdvouy kat «aykahdfouvs ta
kpuoTtdAva vepd tou Ayaiou.

Z1n vnoida Toouykpld
EXOTIC SKIATHOS / On the islet of Tsougria
Even though it covers an area of just 48km2, this island
has one of the most impressive coastlines in Greece,
with more than 60 beaches - some providing a variety
of amenities and others entirely untouched by develop-
ment - most of which enjoy the shade from pines groves
that reach right to the edge of the crystalline waters of
the Aegean.

H napaiia Kepaidkia
i . oTn vnaida Toouykpid
H napaAia Ayia EAévn / Agia Eleni Beach / Kefalakia Beach on
the islet of Tsougria

H napaAia Aiapavn / Diamanti Beach

H napaiia Meydhog AcéAnvog / Megalos Aselinos Beach
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H napaiia AaAapidg otn vnoida Toouykpid
/ Lalarias Beach on the islet of Tsougria

H napaAia Mnavdava / Banana Beach Z1n vnoida Apkog / On the islet of Arkos
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pLég, n mapaiio-cOpporo tov violov. To mevkoddcog (ard
TOVG LEYOANTEPOVG PLOTOTTOVG Kovkovvapldg otnv EALGSa)
ov TNV TEPPArAEL Gav ayKaAld eTdvel péyptn 0dAacaoa.
‘Exet ypvoapévia dppo, givor TANpmg opyavmpuévn Kot et
oxoAég Yo Baddooto okt kat water sports. [Tio kdtw, kot
€VTOG TOV EYKATAGTAGEMY TOV VEOTEVKTOV Eevodoyeiov
Elivi (o710 xtip1o Tov mpodnv Xenia), elvar ta. Apmeraxia,
pe moAvteAdn beach beds, dmov cepPipoviat ovak Kot KOKTEA
and 1o beach bar tov Egvodoyeiov. Xvveyilovtag petd Tig
Kovkovvapiég kat pe dutikn katevbuvon, Guvavtape ap-
YU TV eviuneotlok tapoiic Mravava, ABALOTE aptydg
veavikn pe beach bar pe duvatr povokn, TOPA TO NPE-
un pe beach beds kot 1o boho atsOntikng beach restaurant
Nest. Aimha, 1 eEoTikng opoperac Mukpi Mmavava, pe to
beach bar Black Bird. Zuveyifovtog fopeia, endpevn otdon
STV TpomiKN appovdepn mapario Ayia EAévn, pe to opm-
VOO EKKANGAKL Kot TO povadikd niofoaciiepa. Ao kel
EeKvaetl 0 YoUaTOSPOOG TOL TEPVAEL LEGA OO £VAL TVKVO
1eVK0ddcog Yo TNV Tapaiio Kpoen Appog, n omoia givar
npocPaoiun pue cOVIONO LOVOTATL Kot S100ETEL TNV KAvTiva
¢ kupilag Mapiac. Xt cvvéyeia, Tpoceyyilovpe v mapo-
Mo ZépEn-Mavopak, £vay EVIVTOGLOKO KAEIGTO KOATO e
Gppo ko mia opydveon. Endpevn otdon o peydlog kOATOG
EMdg, pio evivtooiokn mopoio, amd TG KAAVTEPES GTO
vnoi, pe Yabweg opmpéLES KO [0l KOAVTIVOL UE TOVOPOLULKY
0éa og OAN Vv mapadio. O Tpitog KOATOG 6T GEPA £ivat o
AYKIGTPOG, e TAUTIE OULLOVILY KO KPUGTAAALVOL VEPGL — TNV
TPOTLOVV O1 YOUVIGTEC. ZuveyilovTag, cuvavTtdpe Tov dppo
Meyahog AcElnvog, apovdepn mapaiio pue Toyid Gupo,
7OV TNV WAVEL GLYVE 0 Kapdc. [Tave and v napario a&i-
Ce1 o emiokeyn ot Movi ITavayiog Kovvietpag (170g
LOVOG). ZVVEXELN Y100 TNV KATATANKTIKY TopaAio Mukpog
Acélnvog, TpocBaciun amd GHVTOUO LOVOTATL, e TANTLE
appovdid Kot Kovtivo. Exdpevog k0Amog ot Avyapiég, pe
Lo TPAGVY TAOYLEL Vo QTAVEL HEXPL TO KOTAY AV VEPQ
™, kat votepa n Keyprd, kKhaoikdg Tpoopiopnog yia tnyv
kaAaicOnm kavtiva Tapoavag (Yvoot og «tov Apydpn»),
pe Eolva xepomointa tpomélia, EOTADGTPEG TN OKLA EVOG
napabordcciov elatdva Kot vooTipovg pefédeg. Emopevn
otéon n topario Kaoetpo, mov sival o Bopetdotepo onpeio
TOV VN6100. £K0Vpo BOTGOAAKL, KPVOTAAALVA VEPH KO [LL0L
oAV 1810iTEPT] KOVTiVe 6 TOALO TETPOKTIOTO KTIoUO [E
Kalopmwt Pepdvta. Xto Sidonpua Aarapre, Le GNUO KO-
tatefév Evav peydho Bpdyo pe kapdapa kot fadid tipkovdd
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head to the west, you’ll come across Banana Beach, an impressive
spot once known for its young crowd and loud music but now more
chilled out, which offers loungers and the boho Nest pool bar and
restaurant. Right next to it, Small Banana is an alluring spot which
has a beach bar called Black Bird.

Heading north, the splendid sandy beach of Agia Eleni has a
pretty chapel and a reputation for gorgeous sunsets. There’s also
a dirt road here which leads through the pine forest to the beach
of Vromolimnos, where you’ll find Maria’s snack bar. Then there’s
Xerxi-Mandraki, an impressive sheltered bay with a sandy beach
and basic facilities, followed by Elia, a large bay with what is one of
the best beaches on theisland. There are loungers, beach umbrellas
and a beach bar with an amazing view. The third bay in this row is
Angistros, a wide sandy stretch, popular with nudists, with crys-
tal-clear water. Big Aselinos is quite exposed to the elements, but
it has coarser sand that doesn’t get blown around easily. It also has
an interesting 17th-century monastery called Panagia Kounistra. A
short dirt path leds to Small Aselineos, a gorgeous beach, complete
with beach bar, while Lygaries has trees stretching down almost
to the shore. Kechria, which is next, is popular, mainly thanks to
the Tarsanas beach bar (also known as Argyris’), which has rustic



H FaAddia ZnnAid kovtd ota Aahdpia
/ The Blue Cave near Lalaria Beach

H napaiia Aaidpia
/ Lalaria Beach
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vepd, ptavete povo dud Bardoong (pe Ta
exdpopkd kapofdrio amd To ALave Tng
2Kk1400ov). Eniong amoxAieiotikd did Oo-
Aioong 610 dyplag opopPlig AgYovv,
évav UIKpO OmTAVENO KOATO, KPUUUEVO
avlpecso og Ynid koptepd Ppdyta, OTMG
Kot 6tov yertovikd Méye Iald, pe eho-
PPOS GKOVPOYp®UN Ao Kot fadid Kpv-
otdAAvO vEPQ.

IIpocPdoiun pe To ekdpopiKd oKa-
on elvor  vnoida Toovykprd, pe Tpeig
TOPOAieES: TNV KEVIPIKN OpdVLUT, UE
LPLGAPEVIA ALLLLO, TEVKO KOl EMEC LEYPL
) Bdracco- T Suthavi mopario, 6mov
Bplokovtol kol ol eyKATOGTACELS EVOG
eyKatoAleAelLpéVoy eranotpifeion: kot
ta Kegohakia, pio YAocoa Gppov mov
eloyopel ot Odhacoa. Enpovikod a&lo-
0€at0 HOVTEPVAG OPYLTEKTOVIKNG 0oTELEL TO E®KANGL TOV
Ayiov @LAPOL, TOV EYTIOE OTIG APYEG TNG deKaETIOG TOV 60
o apyrtéktovag AAéEavdpoc Boylatlhg. Aimio otnv Toov-
ykpua Bpioketar n vnoida PEm, pe Evav evivnooiokd ¢apo
tov 1914, ka1 1 vnoida Apkog, pe pio eEOTIKNG ORLOPPLAS
waporio Le KOVIivo Kot EVOV EVIVTOGLOKO OUUOdN «iKa-
TappakT otn de&ld TAevpd TG (B deite Ko KATOloVGg va
Kkdvovv sandboard).

ENAAAAKTIKEX APAXTHPIOTHTEX

To vnoi drnbéter 25 nelomopikég S1adPOUES, GVVOALKOD
pikovg 197 yAu., pe povomdrtio defabucuévng dvcio-
Moag, yio nelomopieg dibpketog and pio Eog Kot €€ dpeC.
Xpén yvniam povomatidv kat Eevayod extelel o Ortwin
Widmann (mA. 6972-705.416), o omoiog &xet ypawet Kot
10 Biprio «Ilepratdvtag 6ToV TAPAdEIGO TOV Aryaiovy.
Xpnotpes mAinpopopies Oa Ppeite kot 6to Pifiio Tov Nikov
Mayaipa « Avakoioyte ) Xkidbo ntepratdvtacy. Movadt-
KN gumelpia 0 yOPOG TOL VG100 LE TO IGTIOTAOIKO GKAPOG
«Agpucd» oV Zté@avov Makpdkn (tnA. 6972-939.944)
Kot e To Tapadootakd tpexavinpt tov Captain Nikolakis
(TA. 6934-866.146), e t0 0m0Oi0 TO AOEAPLO —KOL dEWVOL
yapadec— Kootag kat I'dvvng Bovtong emokéntovran A-
YOTEPO YVOGTEG TAPAAIEG, EVD Yapehovv Kot Tnyavilovv
Yaplo TEvVe 6TO KoiKL.
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To EwkAnci Tou Ayiou ®Awpou oTn vnoida Toouykpid
/ The Church of Agios Floros on the islet of Tsougria

wooden tables, great meze dishes, and loungers set out under the
olive trees. The next beach is Kastro, on the island’s northernmost
tip. Here, you'll find dark pebbles, beautiful water and a lovely café
in an old stone building with a bamboo-shaded veranda.

Skiathos’ northeastern beaches can only be reached by sea
(with tour boats leaving daily from the port). Lalaria Beach, per-
haps the most popular of these, is renowned for its rock archway
and deep turquoise water. Lechouni Beach is on a small sheltered
bay tucked between steep rock sides; it has a wild beauty, as does
neighbouring Megas Gialos, which has sand and deep, clear water.

The islet of Tsougria, which is also on the tour boats’ itinerary,
has three pretty beaches: the main one, with golden sand and pine
and olive trees providing shade; the one next to that, which can be
distinguished by the ruins of an abandoned olive mill; and Kefala-
kia, a small strip of sand stretching out into the water. The Church
of Agios Floros is a significant architectural monument, designed
inthe early 1960s by Alexandros Vogiatzis. Next to Tsougria, there’s
theislet of Repi, with an impressive lighthouse from 1914, and then
theislet of Arkes, with its exotic beach and bar, as well as an impres-
sively large sand dune that’s perfect for sandboarding.

ALTERNATIVE ACTIVITIES

Skiathos has 25 walking routes, stretching to 197 kilometres in total,
with trails of varying difficulty levels that offer themselves for trek-
king excursions lasting from one to six hours. Ortwin Widmann (tel.
6972-705.416), author of “Skiathos: Hiking in the Aegean Paradise,”
is the source for tours and tips. Among the coolest experiences on
the island are the yacht tours organised by Stefanos Makrakis (tel.
6972-939.944) and the sailing trips on the fishing boat “Captain
Nikolakis” (tel. 6934-866.146) with skilled fishermen Kostas and
Yiannis Voutsis, who will take you to remote beaches, catch your
lunch for you and cook it on board.

O1 NpocyeINGCEIG oTo agpodpOpIo TG ZKIABoU, AGyw ThG popgoAoyiag

TOU vnoloU o€ cuvduaoud Ye To KaTanpdcivo Tomnio Kai Ta yaAddia vepd,
anoTeAoUv pia avepxOUEVN TOUPIOTIKA aTpagidv naykoopiwg. / Thanks to
the location of the island’s airport in an area of lush greenery bordered by
azure waters, watching planes coming in to land on Skiathos is a globally
renowned tourist activity. (Info: www.skiathoslandings.com)
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